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KEY FINDINGS  
 
Characteristics of deaths of persons who accessed mental health-
related treatments in 2011 
 
Persons of all ages 

▪ There were 3.2 million persons who accessed MBS and/or PBS 
subsidised mental health-related services or prescription 
medications (‘mental health-related treatments’) in 2011. 

▪ There were 153,451 deaths registered in Australia in the 
period 10 August 2011 to 27 September 2012. 

▪ Persons who accessed mental health-related treatments 
accounted for 49.4% of all deaths in this period (75,858 
deaths). 

▪ The standardised death rate for persons who accessed mental 
health-related treatments in 2011 was almost twice (1.9 times) 
that of the standardised death rate for the total Australian 
population (11.4 deaths per 1,000 population compared with 6.1 
deaths per 1,000 population respectively). 
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